
 

       

How to maximise electricity savings with your Solar Panels! 

Are you puzzled by a high electricity bill despite having Solar Panels? We're here to help you understand why this 
might be happening, and provide solu�ons to reduce your electricity costs (and your carbon footprint). 

1: Maximising your Solar Power 

If your solar panels are NOT equipped with batery storage, it's crucial to op�mise your energy usage during daylight 
hours. Naturally, Solar power produc�on ceases en�rely once the sun sets.  

 

Here's what you can do: 

Run or pre-program high-energy-consuming appliances like washing machines, pool pumps, clothes dryers, and 
dishwashers to operate consecu�vely during the day�me hours. This allows you to u�lise the solar energy you are 
producing efficiently. 

Timing is everything:  

If you have reverse cycle air condi�oning, try running it during the day or in the a�ernoon. This helps pre-warm, or 
pre-cool your house before nigh�all, reducing the need for extensive hea�ng or cooling during the night. 

Adjust Your A/C Se�ngs:  

If you must run the air condi�oner at night, consider lowering the temperature by just one degree on HEATING mode 
(e.g., from 22°C down to 21°C) or upwards on COOLING mode (from say 22 up to 23). This simple adjustment of one 
degree up or down, can lead to significant power savings, reducing A/C energy consump�on by as much as 15%. 

     



2: Understanding Feed-in Tariffs 

Even if you're receiving feed-in tariffs for the excess solar energy you produce, it's essen�al to know the financial 
implica�ons. Currently, feed-in tariffs (what you get paid for electricity ge�ng fed back into the grid) generally ranges 
between 6-8 cents per kilowat-hour (kWh), whereas purchasing electricity from the grid during peak periods can 
cost as much as 45 cents per kWh. This difference makes reducing nigh�me energy consump�on even more crucial, 
especially during peak demand periods. 

 

 

 

3: Summary and Tips 

To summarise, here are some key takeaways to cut back on energy consump�on and save on your electricity bill: 

• Minimise nigh�me energy usage: Reduce the electrical consump�on of major appliances and devices 
during the night, whenever possible. 

• Shi� usage to day�me: Run appliances and big energy users during daylight hours to maximise the benefit of 
the Solar power being generated. 

• Op�mise air condi�oning: If using air condi�oning at night, adjust the temperature by just one degree to 
save up to 15% on A/C energy consump�on. 

• Be aware of feed-in tariffs: Although you receive some compensa�on for excess solar energy, it's vital to 
remember that purchasing electricity from the grid can be considerably more expensive than what you are 
being paid for your excess electricity going into the grid (especially during peak periods). 

By implemen�ng these �ps, you'll take full advantage of your Solar Panels, and can enjoy significant savings on your 
electricity bill.  

Note: This flyer is meant to be a general guide. For specific advice regarding your solar panel system and electricity 
usage, we recommend consul�ng one of our friendly, qualified professionals. 

 For further informa�on, feel free to reach out to the Mackies team on 02 6552 2377. 

 


